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Job Losses — Government Response — Adjournment Debate 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [9.18 pm]: I would like to continue some of the remarks that I started 
making this morning during the urgency debate by way of a reply to some of the comments that were made. I 
would like to start with the remarks by Hon Peter Collier. I was fairly impressed by his response. Of all the 
people from the government side who responded, he seemed to have a handle on what was needed. He addressed 
the issue by demonstrating what his agencies were doing. Most importantly, he showed some empathy for the 
people who are being affected by this economic catastrophe. If only we had that attitude from the Premier. In 
fact, perhaps Hon Peter Collier should go to the other place because there might be the chance of us having a 
more empathetic Premier. However, the problem with what Hon Peter Collier was saying is that although it is 
good to have a better system of recognised prior learning and although it is good to have fast responses to lost 
jobs, it does not deal with the issue of potential lost jobs and identifying those skills which are at high risk or 
which are needed for a recovery. I do not expect Hon Peter Collier or his agencies to be the experts and to be 
able to make those forecasts. They need help. To get that help they must consult with people who have that 
expertise. 

This brings me to the amazing response from Hon Wendy Duncan, who said something along the lines of “How 
many jobs will talking to people create?” That is a straight-out arrogant position. As I said in my speech, many 
people in this state have long experience in employment and business. I am sure that they would be able to help 
the government identify those areas that are at a higher risk. Hon Wendy Duncan also talked about $100 million 
going to local government. That sounds like a lot and it was intended to create a lot of employment. The problem 
is that the money is untied, and is divided between 139 local government areas. It is not a great deal of money at 
all when it is spread out over all those councils. This brings me back to the botched attempt to reform local 
government, which is good economic policy if done right. The government does not know what it is doing now. 
Unless the figures have dramatically changed since my time in local government, some 70 per cent of local 
governments are inefficient and unsustainable. The government is propping up inefficient organisations that are 
draining away ratepayers’ money. None of those programs is a solution to the problem. I know the government 
does not like that, but it will have to be proactive and look ahead to see which skills are at risk. I am sure that it 
can be done. We have the expertise in this state to help the government. It is no good to sit back and wait until 
the budget in May and hope that it will fix everything, because it will not. 

That brings me back to the answer I got from the Minister for Mines and Petroleum about the $5 million worker 
assistance package. I think the mine closed on 21 January, and here we are at 31 March—two months later—and 
we do not know how this money will be handed out. We know that a non-government organisation has it, and we 
know that nobody has actually received anything, but that when things are sorted out, it will be distributed. It is 
now two months after the fact, and there will soon not be any people left to give the money to—they will already 
have gone under. I went down there and talked to people who were encouraged to invest in businesses and settle 
in the area. They had mortgaged themselves up to the hilt, and now the mine failure has taken away their future. 
Those people are done. They cannot sell their businesses—who will buy them? The government cannot put its 
head in the sand and pretend that somehow the problem is not its responsibility and there is no expectation on the 
government to fix these things. The government cannot say that future mine developments will soak up all these 
jobs. If that happens, it will be long in the future. The few projects that have been mentioned account for only a 
handful of jobs. The construction work forces for many of the projects the member talked about have already 
been mobilised. Notwithstanding that, they are still under threat because of the credit crisis around the world. We 
are also witnessing the emergence of predatory behaviour by some larger companies, and some of the companies 
that have engaged in this behaviour have also fallen over.  

It is the government’s job to get out there and do something for the people of Western Australia. They will 
appreciate it and may even vote the government back in. However, the way it is going now, it will be a very 
short-term government. 
 


